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Digital mapping
services set
to take off with
govt grants

FOUR companies have been given a total of
$500,000 in government grants to pilot dig-
ital mapping services here.

Such maps can, for example, provide re-
al-time navigation help to motorists.

"~ The services will go live in a six-month
trial by March, Acting Minister for Informa-
tion, Communications and the Arts Lui
Tuck Yew announced yesterday.

Known collectively as the Image of Singa-
pore initiative, these new services will tap
public data like maps of roads, gas pipelines
and buildings owned by the Government,
as well as user-generated information, like
a civic-minded motorist who sees a car
breakdown along a narrow road and reports
it to Quantum Inventions' in-vehicle navi-
gation systems traffic service.

Besides Quantum, the other services re-
ceiving grants are:

B ShowNearby: Provides a PC-based on-
line map which enables businesses to ana-
lyse a particular area for competitors and
customers;

B MapKing: Provides a mobile phone pro-
gram which lets a user who signs up for it
find out where a fellow user is and get in
touch;

B Surround Networks: Enables businesses
to send customised advertisements to the
mobile phones of potential customers in the
area who have signed up for such alerts.

It is hoped that these services will
jump-start interest in digital maps and gen-
erate “business opportunities for the info-
comm industry as more innovative services
are developed", said the Infocomm Develop-
ment Authority (IDA) of Singapore.

It added: “With the opportunity for citi-
zens to contribute content, it will foster
greater community involvement and gener-
ate a greater sense of belonging.”

Restaurant chain Apex-Pal's chief execu-
tive, Mr Douglas Foo, hailed the idea of a
map-based business intelligence system.

His company, which runs the approxi-
mately 40 Sakae Sushi outlets here, now de-
ploys staff to check where and how busi-
ness rivals operate before setting up a new
outlet. A map which offers business intelli-
gence will thus cut down his staff's efforts
considerably.

The IDA said it would consider awarding
grants to firms with innovative plans next
year.
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